depicted the same individual. 1988 is therefore the 150th anniversary of the depiction of the lesions of multiple sclerosis; the unnamed patient was French, the illustrator a Scotsman.
Is 1988 the 150th anniversary of the first depiction of the lesions of multiple sclerosis or should the occasion have been celebrated three years ago? Jean Robert Carswell studied medicine at the University of Glasgow and was later commissioned by Dr John Thompson of Edinburgh to make a collection of drawings illustrating morbid anatomy in connection with which he spent 1822-3 at hospitals in Lyon and Paris. He returned to Paris after graduating MD in 1826 and remained there until 1831 by which time he had been appointed to the inaugural chair of pathology at London University; but for a while he remained studying with Louis in France in order to complete the 2000 water colours of pathological specimens which he later personally engraved on stone in preparation of his pathological atlas. After holding appointments as physician at University College Hospital he resigned his chair in 1840 and contributed little more to science prior to his death in 1857. We do not know the names of the patients with multiple sclerosis depicted by Carswell and he never saw them in life; one was under the care of M. Louis in the hospital of La Pitie and the other under M. Chomel at La Charite but the dates and duration of illness are not known. In the preface to the atlas, dated 15 December 1837, Carswell indicates that he intended 12 fascicles to be included and implied that these had been produced serially; instructions to the binders show that the order of production was the reverse of that in which the fascicles would appear in book form so that the section on "atrophy", which appears fourth and contains the depictions of multiple sclerosis, was evidently one of the last to be prepared.
The legend to plate 4, fig 4 reads "FF.Isolated points of the pons varolii of a yellowish brown colour; GGG.Patches of the same kind on the spinal cord, all of them occupying the medullary substance which was very hard, semi transparent and atrophied. -The atrophy was more conspicuous in some points than in others and is particularly well seen in the figure at H where it affects the right olivary body; K softening of a portion of the cord. Figure 4 , A and B, represent transverse sections of the cord to show that the discolouration commences on the surface of the white and extends inwards to the grey substance". In the accompanying text Carswell wrote "I have met with two cases of a remarkable lesion of the spinal cord accompanied with atrophy. One of the patients was under the care of M. Chomel in the hospital of La Charite; both of them affected with paralysis. I did not see either of the patients but I could not ascertain that there was anything in the character of the paralysis or the history of the cases to throw any light on the nature of the lesion found in the region of the spinal cord. I 
have represented the appearances observed in
The 150th anniversary of the first depiction of the lesions of multiple sclerosis one case in plate 4 (fig 4) ". The cases illustrated by Carswell were therefore observed by him not later than 1831 and published in 1838 but they may have first appeared in a separate fascicle produced in 1837.
Jean Cruveilhier, born in Limoges in 1791, elected to study medicine under Dupuytren in Paris soon after entering the priesthood; he graduated in 181 1. Twice he failed to secure appointments as surgeon to the City Hospital in Limoges, despite meanwhile having taken the chair of operative surgery in Montpellier; he was appointed in 1825 to the professorship of anatomy in Paris. Subsequently he was the first to hold the chair of pathology at the faculty of medicine, provision for which had been made in Dupuytren's will. He remained in Paris benefitting from the material at the Salpetriere and the Mus&e Dupuytren until the siege of Paris when he moved to his country estate at Succac near Limoges, dying there in 1874 aged 83 years.
Surviving copies of Cruveilhier's atlas exist either with the livraisons bound sequentially by number, each containing a heterogenous collection of plates and clinical descriptions, or rearranged by subject with the plates interleaved in varying order presumably at the whim of individual collators or as a separate volume. The case illustrated in livraison 32, plate 2, figs 1 and 2 had died in la Salpetriere but the name, dates and details are not given. In fig 3 is shown the case of Madame Gruyer, a 43 year old embroiderer who had a severe movement disorder, likened to chorea. She spent 2 years as a patient at L'Hopital Necker under the care of Laennec and 10 years at La Salpetriere. Figures 4 and 5 depict the brains and spinal cords of Maurice, for whom no clinical details are given, and Darges (aged 37) whose clinical condition was that of a pseudobulbar palsy. In seeking to establish the date of publication of this livraison some importance should be attached to the case of femme Cherpin in whom the lesions illustrated do not resemble those of multiple sclerosis ( fig 6) But if Guys Hospital can take credit for priority in the description of multiple sclerosis in the English language, not all its physicians were uncontaminated by the "French disease". Sir Samuel Wilks writing in 1878 was at pains to point out that "I myself had observed years ago scattered patches of deposit in the cerebrospinal centres, but had failed to associate them with any special form of malady; subsequently Charcot described this sclerosis, disseminated throughout the cord, with the prevailing symptoms
